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November 5, 2023 

Order of Service ~ 10:00 am 
 

 - please rise in body or in spirit 

 
 

Words of Welcome 
The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you.  We are a community bound together and 
energized by faith, love, and commitment to Jesus Christ.  And even though you may not yet share that 

faith, love, and commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to belong here, to experience what we’re 
about.  Then, if you are attracted and persuaded by what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set 

down roots here long-term.  And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.   
Thank you for worshipping with us. 

 

FOR CONTEMPLATION* 
 

Jesus wept, 

 and in his weeping, 

  he joined himself forever 

  to all those who mourn. 

He stands now throughout all time, 

 this Jesus weeping, 

  with his arms about the weeping ones. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, 

 for they shall be comforted.” 

 He stands with the mourners 

  for his name is God-with-us. 

Jesus wept. 

 ~ Ann Weems 
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PRELUDE  “Near to the Heart of God” 

 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

 

INTROIT  “Holy Ground” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 

There is no end to God’s greatness 

One generation shall proclaim God’s works to another 

And shall tell about God’s power over all. 

 

All God’s works magnify the wonder and praise due to God, 

And God’s faithful servants bless the Lord by telling  

of God’s goodness. 

 

Let us make known the glory of the Lord and tell all others  

of God’s power 

My mouth and my life shall speak the praise of the Lord from 

this moment on and forevermore. 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

 

Holy God, who calls your people into one beloved community, who 

teaches us the way of peace through life together, who fills us with 

visions of your eternal reign:  

as we now celebrate the communion of saints, pour into our 

hearts the power of Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Let us worship God. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

HYMN 751  “For All the Saints” 
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

From Ted Yoder’s, Guerrillas of Grace 

 

O God of all seasons and senses, grant us the sense of your timing to 

submit gracefully and rejoice quietly in the turn of the seasons.  In this 

season of short days and long nights, of grey and white and cold,  

 

teach us the lessons of endings; children growing, friends 

leaving, loved ones dying, grieving over, grudges over, 

blaming over, excuses over.  O God grant us a sense of your 

timing.  

 

In this season of short days and long nights, of grey and white and 

cold,  

 

teach us the lessons of beginnings; that such waitings and 

endings may be the starting place, a planting of seeds which 

bring to birth what is ready to be born—something right and 

just and different, a new song, a deeper relationship, a fuller 

love—in the fullness of your time.  

 

O God grant us the sense of your timing. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “The Lord is My Light” 

 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation: 

in God I trust, in God I trust. 

 

COMBINED DEACON’S AND ELDER’S PRAYER 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Elder: Gracious God, we pray for the faithful all over the world, that all 

who love you may be united in your service. We pray for your church . 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: We pray for the peoples and leaders of the nations, that they 

may be reconciled one to another 

in pursuit of your justice and peace. We pray for your world . . . 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 
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Elder: We pray for all who suffer from prejudice, greed, or violence, 

that the heart of humanity may warm with your tenderness. We pray 

especially for all prisoners of politics or religion and for all refugees. 

We pray for all who are oppressed . . . 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: We pray for all in need because of famine, flood, or 

earthquake, that they may know the hope of your faithfulness through 

the help of others. We pray for all victims of disaster… 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Elder: We pray for the land, the sea, the sky — for your whole creation, 

which longs for its redemption. We pray that we may live with respect 

for your creation and use your gifts with reverence. We pray for your 

creation . . . 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: We pray for all who suffer the pain of sickness, loneliness, 

fear, or loss, that those whose names are in our hearts, in the hearts of 

others, 

or known to you alone, may receive strength and courage. We pray for 

all who are in need of your healing touch. . . 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Elder: God of compassion, into your hands we  commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in your mercy now and forever.  

 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 
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ANTHEM  “Blessed are They” 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON   

 

Luke 19:1-9 

 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there 

named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was 

trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 

because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a 

sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that 

way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 

today.” So, he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who 

saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one 

who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, 

half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as 

much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 

 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and 

let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 

Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 

has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE  “FILLING THEIR SHOES?” 

 

SHARING OF THE LIGHT  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
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RITUAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Gracious and most loving God, we thank you for these lives that have 

blessed ours in so many, many ways.  We thank you for the memories 

we have of our lives together.   

 

In the rising of the sun and in its going down, 

 we remember them. 

In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter, 

 we remember them. 

In the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring, 

 we remember them. 

In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer, 

 we remember them. 

In the rustling of the leaves, and in the beauty of the autumn, 

 we remember them. 

In the beginning of the year and when it ends, 

 we remember them. 

When we are weary and in need of strength, 

 we remember them. 

When we are lost and sick at heart, 

 we remember them. 

When we have joys we yearn to share, 

 we remember them. 

When we have achievements that are based on theirs, 

 we remember them. 

So long as we live, they too shall live, 

for they are now a part of us, 

 as we remember them.   
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HYMN 519  “It is Well With My Soul” 
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BENEDICTION 

 

THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 

 

 

Minister of Word  

Rev. Robert Hoffman 

 

Elder of the Day 

Karl Coté 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

Liturgist 

Linda Murphy 

 

Sound Technician 

Jerry Kallner 

 

Video Technician 

John Lombardo 

 

Director of Music Ministries 

Benjamin April 

 

Soloist 

Benjamin April 

 

Choir  

Tina-Marie Bottini 

Michelle Braungard 

Maggie George 

Kaaren Haushalter 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Pam Izzo 

Marissa Lombardo 

 

Welcome Host 

Lou Ann Connelly 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Debbie Helf 
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COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

 

Near to the Heart of God 

Music: Cleland B. McAfee, arr. By John Innes 

© 1985 Hope Publishing Company 

Used by Permission. One License A 719501 

 

Holy Ground 

Words & Music: Geron Davis 

Words: © 1983 Meadowgreen Music and SongChannel 

Music Company 

Used by Permission. CCLI License # 21149226 

 

For All the Saints  

Words: William W. How 

Music:  Ralph Vaughan Williams 

The Worshipping Church Hymnal 

Hymn 751 

Used by Permission. One License A 719501. 

 

 

The Lord is My Light 

Text: Psalm 139; Taizé Community 

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994 

© 1998, Les Presses de Taizé,  

GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Used by Permission: One License A 719501 

 

Blessed Are They 

Words & Words: Karen Crane & Jennifer Klein 

© 2023 Lorenz Publishing Company 

Used by Permission: One License A 719501 

 

 

 

 

 

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link 

found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank payment or 

by placing them in the offering box. 

 

PayPal: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

Special Offering Envelopes –  

There are two special offering envelopes for November 

You may make your offering to these with the envelope provided, mail 

in the offering to the Church office or through Paypal.  If you have any 

questions, contact Lori Coté at crcclori@gmail.com.  

 

              

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
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ZOOM 

 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

 

In-Person Worship Guidelines - Even though you may be vaccinated, mask 

wearing continues to be encouraged to protect our vulnerable and 

medically compromised worshippers. We ask you to respect the 

distance and comfort levels of others. 

 

Reminder: If you are feeling under the weather, please remain home 

and participate in worship via Zoom. 

 

 

 

Online Church Bulletin Board 

 

padlet.com/crccsarah/ChurchBulletinBoard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/3.26.23%20(Bruce)%2010%20am%20.docx
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/3.26.23%20(Bruce)%2010%20am%20.docx
mailto:crccsandy@gmail.com
mailto:kmlatta@nycap.rr.com


12 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

 

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Bruce K. Cornwell, Pastor 

BruceKCornwell@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor 

rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth  

Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté 

Ana Crosbourne 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

 

 

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch.com 

Facebook: @ColonieReformed 

Instagram: colonie_reformed 

X (formerly Twitter): @ColonieReformed 

 

mailto:BruceKCornwell@gmail.com
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/camkaercher@gmail.com
http://www.communityreformedchurch/
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